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Summary

Organochlorine insecticide residues in farm soils of Kochi, southwestern Japan, were de-
termined. Soil samples were collected in April, 1981, 10 years after the legal ban of agri-
cultural use of these insecticides. Residues of «-, A-, r-, and ¢ -isomers of BHC were
1~20 ppb, 1~44 ppb, 1~14 ppb, and <1~3 ppb, respectively, the levels being some 1/10
of those found in years before the ban. Dieldrin residues (<{4~388 ppb) averaged some
1/5 of those before the ban, but considerably high levels, comparable to the levels before
the ban, were detected in some soil samples. Aldrin and endrin were detected in a few
samples at lower levels. Residues of p, p"-DDT, p,p’-DDE, and p,p -DDD were <6~352
ppb, <{4~195 ppb, and <6~60 ppb, respectively. The determinations indicate that BHCs’
levels in the farm soils may be declining regularly, but only limited degradations of diel-

drin and DDTs’ are occurring in certain soils.



