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Occurrence of a new symptom of leaf blight on strawberry stolons and
comparison of its character with anthracnose
By Masahiro Nao (Ehime Agricultural Experiment station. Hojo, Ehime 799—24)

Recently, strawberry cultivar “Nyoho”, which is susceptible to anthracnose has
occupied most strawberry fields in Ehime prefecture. Therefore, control of the disease
has become important. The present author found lesions similar symptom to those
of anthracnose on strawberry stolons in several nursery beds.

The lesion was a blackish spot including small white dotts 1 to 2mm in diameter.
A species of sphaeropsidaceous fungus was isolated most abundantly from the lesion,
and fungi belonging to Alternaria sp., Fusarium sp. and FRhizoctonia sp. were also
isolated at lower percentages. The sphaeropsidaceous fungus produced flask —shaped
pycnidia on PSA medium under light condition. Its conidiophores were long,
branched, and conidia were hyaline, oblong, with a few guttuls, 6.3X1.8 um in
average size. It was identified as Phomopsis obsucurans, the pathogen of strawberry
Phomopsis leaf blight.

P. obsucurans was demonstrated to produce lesions on intact stolons and leaves
by inoculation with its conidial suspension. On the other hand, isolates of Alternaria
sp. and Fusarium sp. showed no pathogenicity to strawberry, though Rhizoctonia
sp. could attack only stolons wounded by razor. The lesion on stolons caused by

P. obsucurans were distinguishable from tflat of anthracnose by paler color and

healthy pith under the former lesion.
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