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Pink rhizome rot of ginger (Zingiber officinale) caused by Pyrenochaeta terrestris

By Kazutaka YaNo and Youichi Kawabpa (Kochi Prefectural Agricultural Research
Center, Hataeda Nankoku, Kochi 783 -0023, Japan)

A new disease occurred on ginger (Zingiber officinale) in Kochi Prefecture, Japan in 2000.
The symptom at harvest was brown or pink crack of the rhizome surface with water -
soaked rot inside, and some part of the rhizome collapsed in a severe case. The other
symptom after storage was pink surface of the rhizome without rot. A fungus isolated
from the both symptoms produced black pycnidia on barley straw in the medium. The
picnidia were rostrate, ostiolate, with setae around ostiole, subglobose to lageniform,
and 156.1 £ m in average diameter. Conidia were directly produced from conidiogenous
cell of inner wall of pycnidium, hyaline, aseptate, oblong or cylindrical, and 4.4-7.3 >
1.5-2.4 (mean =5.6>1.9) #zm in size. The former symptom was reprocduced by inoculation
test, and the fungus was re -isolated. However, the latter symptom was not reproduced
completely. The fungus was identified as Pvrenochaeta terrestris (Hansen) Gorenz,
Walker & Larson on the basis of its characteristics. Pink rhizome rot was proposed for

the name of the new disease.
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