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Summary
A Study was carried out in 1972 on the adult emergence and the mating behavior in

Oraesia excavatea BUTLER. which is commonest and most troublesome among the fruit

piercing moths in Japan. The results obtained are as follows:

1) The emergence of O. excavata was concentrated at night around 200 A.M. in July,
though there were some ones which emerged in the following morning. In September
and October, the emergence was most numerous at night but in a few cases, it extended
over the next day. In May, however, the emergence continued day and night and there
was no trend for the concentration in a specific time zone.

2) The mating took place in 1 to 2 hours after the sunset. A close relationship to
the reduction of light intensity was observed.

3) The duration of mating averaged 15 to 2 hours but appeared to be somewhat short

in July compared with May and September — Qctober.



4) The mating was not observed on the day of emergence and on the succeeding day,
but it was noted from the third day of the adult stage. The mating was most frequent
in individuals 4—5 days or more after the emergence.

5) The number of mating times by the same individual could not be adequately examined.
A preliminary study with matured 3 —days old individuals showed that the males mated
two times during the observation period of 5 days under 25°C. Both males and females
of this species survive about 1 month, so that it can be assumed that matings will

take place at least 2 times or more in both sexes in general.



