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Summary

Seasonal prevalence and injury of insect pests on ginger were investigated in 1972
in Ino, Kochi. - The corn boren Ostrinta nubilaelis, and the tobacco cutworm.Spedoptera
litura,were commonest. In S. {itura the young larva was the only stage which infested
the plant, so that the damage caused by the species was not so serious as O.nubdilalis,

O.nubilalis probably has four generations annually on ginger and passes the winter as
mature larvae in stalks of grasses. Loss in yield brought about by the larvae was
greatest in the 2nd generation, and to a lesser extent in the 3rd generation.

Four series of experiments were conducted (1)} insecticide application; (2)enclosure
of a ginger field with corn plants which were likely preferred to the ginger by the
borer moth ;{3)15 watt blue fluorescent light traps (one trap per 750m°) ; and (4)protec—
tive coverage with cheese clothes. The insecticides, CYP, DEP and acephate, which
are all low in mammalian toxicity, were more effective than EPN, which is commonly
being in use. Infestation by borers was not reduced sufficiently by enclosing the
ginger field with corn plants. The fluorescent light traps reduced significantly
the borer's infestation. It is considered that the light may inhibit either invasion
or oviposition of moths. The coverage with cheese clothes was most useful in protee—
ting the plant from the borer's infestation, and the yield was twice as much as that in
an uncovered plot largely due to improvement of growing conditions by coverage.



